This list represents questions that were recorded during Info days in Vrsac (19th May), Zrenjanin (20th May), Pozarevac (22nd May) Bor (28th May) and Kikinda (June 3rd) organised by Antennae office in Vrsac with the TA team

	
	Questions
	Proposed answer 

	1.
	If an applicant presents in his budget certain preparatory activities, can that amount for preparatory activities be considered as a co-financing of the project?
	Yes, but only if it is an eligible cost and only if it is verified by the respective First level controller. In this case “preparatory activities” could be considered as own contribution of the Serbian partner. Also each reimbursement request for preparatory activities shall be split into 85% IPA funds and 15% co- financing.

	2.
	If the cost, for the Serbian partner, presented in the budget under preparatory activities include VAT, can this VAT cost be treated as an eligible cost considering the fact that according to the VAT law in Serbia that VAT can not be refunded 
	No, Since for Serbian partners VAT is not an eligible cost and that means that since it is not possible to refund that already paid VAT it can not be accepted as an eligible cost.

	3.
	Considering that VAT is not an eligible cost for Serbian partners, do Serbian partners put in the budget table under column eligible cost, unit price with VAT or without? 


	Serbian partners should put under column eligible cost, unit price without VAT, because VAT is not an eligible cost. The template for budget had to be presented to enable Romanian partners to present unit cost with VAT because they can refund VAT.

	4.
	Is there any mandatory audit to be done for each project proposal?
	The audit costs are not mandatory but could be eligible under the point VIII.3 from Detailed budget table if they are directly linked to the co-financed operation and are necessary for its implementation.

	5.
	In case that in one project LP is from Romania and two other partners are from Serbia. Can co-financing of partners from Serbia come only from one Serbian partner but to cover co-financing for both Serbian partners? Can 15% of co-financing from Serbian side be provided from one source/partner?
	No, Every partner in the project has to provide its own contribution according to the grant requested. If a project has 3 partners, co-financing should come from all 3 partners. One partner can not cover co-financing cost for all 3 partners 

	6.
	How will the transfer of IPA funds be done to each of the project partners?
	Projects must have a direct cross-border cooperation impact, which shall be understood in terms of respecting at least one of the following conditions: joint development, joint staffing, joint implementation and joint financing.

If the last condition is respected (joint financing) then, according to subsidy contract and partnership agreement, LP receives IPA funds and makes payments to the project partners according with their reimbursement requests and activities implemented by each partner.



	7.
	If every partner gets money to its bank account does every partner have to provide 15%?
	The maximum rate of IPA financing for each partner from Serbia and Romania is 85% of eligible costs of the project. For Serbia, the remaining 15% must be covered by partners. 

For Romania the co financing will be covered by the beneficiary and state budget. The 15% will be covered by the state budget, 13%, and beneficiaries own contribution 2%.  

	8.
	If (we) staff from one organization prepare project proposal to be submitted under this present call. Can we put under budget line - preparatory cost, salaries of that people that prepared the project?
	Although it takes time to prepare a project proposal, unfortunately the time (man days) allocated by an organization to prepare project proposal can not be presented under project preparation cost. However consultancy for project preparation is eligible under project preparation costs. 

	9.
	How old should the feasibility study be? Would you accept if study is older than one year?
	Feasibility should not be older than one year. If your study is older than one year it should be updated/refined according to present conditions. It should also bear the date of elaboration/revision.

	10.
	Is it allowed to have on project dealing with several measures?
	The project proposal must be submitted only under one Priority axes and one measure as requested by 3.1 section of Application form. However if a project might contribute to another priority axes and measure, this must be described in the Application form.

	11.
	Is it mandatory condition to have one project completed and financed by EU, in order to participate for this call 
	No, it is not a mandatory condition but if you had completed an EU funded project it should give you more points in the evaluation phase

	12.
	Can co-financing be provided from other national funds? Other ministries for example
	Yes, co financing can come from any other non EU funds

	13.
	Is it possible to consider some cost presented under project preparation cost as co-financing if it is already financed by some other non – EU donor
	No, it you already claimed such cost with other donor you can not claim it under you project.

	14.
	Are there any limits in number of projects to be submitted as partner or LP?
	There are no limits in number of projects to be submitted as a Lead Partner or number of project where you participate as a partner. 

	15.
	Is it possible to sign one more additional document, maybe modified/updated partnership agreement with Serbian partner to reinforce partnership
	The Partnership agreement must be signed and submitted to the MA before signing the subsidy contract. However the partners may decide, with prior agreement of the Managing Authority, to stipulate additional or more restrictive provisions from those mentioned in the model of partnership agreement, Annex E from Application Package.

	16.
	Can we participate in the programme if we are young organization and have no financial report because we are young NGO?
	Yes, you can participate in the programme if you meet eligibility criteria set in the applicant’s guide

	17.
	Do State Aid rules apply for Serbian applicants?
	Considering the activities financed under current call, for which the Romanian and Serbian partners do not act as economic operators and for which there are not considerations to assume that the competition will be distorted, the projects shall not be subject to state aid rules.

State aid, as defined in the Romanian national legislation, is to be observed by the Romanian partners. However the provisions related with state aid must be observed for any operation or part of the operation. To this end the provisions mentioned in the Application Package shall be fulfilled by each project.

	18.
	In the application form what do we put where it is required to put a date, especially on page 5 of the application form?
	The project start/end dates are estimated and will be used only for establishing the duration of the project.

	19.
	The date for submission of final reimbursement claim, as stated in the guide, is September 30th 2011. Does this apply to both Romanian and Serbian partners
	Yes, this applies to both Romanian and Serbian partners

	20.
	Do the project Steering Committee needs to approve reimbursement claims before they are sent to JTS
	Yes, project SC approves progress reports and reimbursement claims before they are sent to JTS

	21. 
	In the applicants guide there is no explanation of programme indicators. They are just listed. Can you explain why do they exist?
	The Programme indicators are established by the Programme document and presented for each priority axis on Application Package. The project indicators must be elaborated in order to contribute to the programme indicators achievement.  

	22. 
	If the Lead partner is from Romania, could he engage some company from Serbia as a secondary procurement contractor, or this should be done by his Serbian partner?
	Yes, that is allowed. 

	23.
	Could Leading partner give money from the grant to other organizations which are not his project partners, in form of grant?
	No, it is not allowed. 

	24. 
	Max project duration is 24 months or not, having in mind set deadline for final reimbursement claim submission – 30th September 2011?
	All investment projects must have the project duration between 12-24 months from the starting date of the project, on condition that the final reimbursement claim is submitted before the 30th of September 2011.




